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you might have seen in the pictures in
South Africa, a long line of folks in our
little town. And the stories told by my
mother who was up there watching this
line and had a fellow named Vaughn,
Henry Vaughn, I remember his name,
who came to that line and said to my
mother and her friends and to Rev-
erend Scott, who was then our local
civil rights leader, Reverend Scott,
why are all your folks lined up like
this? There is not a one of them who is
fit to hold an office. Who you all going
to put in? Reverend Scott said, I do not
know who we are going to put in, but
there are some folks we want to take
out.

There is a power in the vote that
went to those folks that never had it
before. Mr. Vaughn approached them
because they would have the power to
vote. It is a power that none of us
ought to take for granted, that none of
us ought to diminish in the way we
treat it, that all of us ought to em-
brace at this point in our lives and re-
member those shoulders on which we
stood back in those days.

There were lessons to be learned as
we went through this pilgrimage with
the gentleman. We were reminded of
all the times that I went through in my
life with my mother and her friends
and my family and all those families
like her. Because, as the gentleman
points out in his book, it was not just
the big people at the top. It was the
foot soldiers of the movement that
made the movement, people like my
mother and others and the ladies we
met and the gentleman we met down
there with the gentleman in Alabama.
It was those folks who made the dif-
ference.

There is a book, I say to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), that
says But For Birmingham, and if the
gentleman had not taken the ride in
1961 and come through Birmingham
and had it happen there, if the gen-
tleman had not started that movement
back then with others, the gentleman’s
colleagues, young people, it shows
what young people can do with their
lives if they commit themselves.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KERNS). The time of the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) has expired.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) an
additional 10 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Any ad-
ditional Members may seek an addi-
tional 5-minute Special Order by unan-
imous consent.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to address the
House for 5 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
JEFFERSON).

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, I will
speak very briefly now to try and end
this, but there is so much to say.

Mr. Speaker, I want to say to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) at
the very end, we came back here from
the gentleman’s trip to hear remarks
that Senator BYRD had made and indis-
creet remarks that he had made on a
television program, and all of us were
in an uproar about it, but I saw it in a
different paradigm, because of my trip
with the gentleman, honest to good-
ness.

I thought about what the gentleman
said when the gentleman talked about
nonviolence being more than a tactic
but a way of life, and the fact that the
part of the movement was not just to
win the struggle but to redeem those
who were on the other side of it, those
who were the enemies of the right to
vote, the enemies of freedom.

I felt that I should approach that in
a different spirit, and it was all because
of the gentleman’s teaching in that
short time that we had there about the
love and the community, about the
value of nonviolence and about how we
ought to internalize how we dealt with
other people. I called to talk to him
about what he had said in a way very
different from the way I would have
had I not gone with the gentleman.
There is some strength, tremendous
strength, in the nonviolence movement
that comes, as the gentleman said,
from the inside out.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for teaching me that, and I thank the
gentleman for serving with me as a col-
league. I thank the gentleman for al-
lowing me to come on the trip. It is a
life-changing experience, and I thank
the gentleman for it.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. JEFFERSON), my friend
and my colleague, for those kind and
extraordinary words. I think we all can
come together and help build up a lov-
ing community and really help build
the truly interracial democracy in
America.

We are really one family. We are one
house, the American house, the Amer-
ican family or the world house or the
world family.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to just say a few words here.

Mr. Speaker, first, I want to say that
I am grateful to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), my colleague, and
to the Faith and Politics Institute for
giving me and my wife, Lisa, the oppor-
tunity to not only learn more about
the great struggle for civil rights in
this country but to be inspired to do
more right now to make this country
an even better country, to have this ex-

perience, to be there with the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) and
Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, and Ber-
nard Lafayette and Bob Zelner and
Betty Fikes, all giants in the move-
ment, was a real privilege.

Let me add that I have never heard a
voice sing more beautifully than Betty
Fikes.

We have had the opportunity to walk
through history and to retrace the
steps of Martin Luther King, of Rosa
Parks, of the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LEWIS) and Fred Shuttlesworth,
but we also had the opportunity to re-
flect on our current challenges in this
country.

I think we all agree that we still
have a long way to go before we
achieve the dream that Martin Luther
King spoke so passionately about. As
Members of Congress, I think we need
to realize that we need to act. We need
to do more to fight racism and bigotry
and prejudice in this country. We need
to ensure voting rights in this country,
and we need to do that through more
than just rhetoric.

We need to pass legislation for real
election reform here in this country.
We need to fight to make sure that
every child has the opportunity for a
first-rate education. We need to make
sure that everybody in this country
gets health care. We need to make sure
that there is funding existing in the
Department of Justice to enforce our
civil rights laws.

We have a long way to go, and I want
to thank my colleague from Georgia
for giving my wife, Lisa, and I the
great privilege to not only travel with
the gentleman but to learn and to be
inspired. So I thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
let me just thank the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), my
friend, my colleague, my brother, and
thank the gentleman and his wife for
making the trip. It is my hope and my
prayer that we will continue, all of us,
to work together to make real the very
essence of our democracy, the idea of
one person, one vote, not only that
people must have a right to vote but
also have their vote counted.

f

THIRTY-SIX YEAR ANNIVERSARY
OF MARCH ACROSS EDMUND
PETTUS BRIDGE

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to address
the House for 5 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Indi-
ana (Ms. CARSON) is recognized for 5
minutes.

There was no objection.
Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, I am very humbled by this oppor-
tunity to join with my colleagues who
had the invaluable experience of jour-
neying to Montgomery in terms of a re-
enactment of the Montgomery boycott
that was led by the gentleman from
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